
Redesign Craigslist.org

A simple cosmetic solution



Classic classified - Craigslist.org

We all have visited craigslist.org

sometime between now and 
back in 1996 when Craig 
Newmark made craigslist.org 
to expanded it to a web-based 
classified advertisements 
website with sections devoted 
to jobs, housing, for sale, items 
wanted, services, community 
service, gigs, résumés, and 
discussion forums.

It started expanding to other 
U.S. and Canadian cities in 
2000, and now covers 70 
countries.



What Craigslist does right . . .

Craigslist.org does offer the 
User Interface and experience of 
newspaper’s classic classified 
advertisements. Sections of 
major categories lists 
subcategories for the viewers to 
preruse through columns of its 
small font subcategories. 
Its layout gives a one-stop-shop 
home page for someone who 
knows what they want from 
craigslist or offers a leisure 
viewer unique and surprising 
interests  categories for them to 
explore. 



What if Craigslist departed from the classified ad look? 

Craigslist.org ignores all web 
marketing concepts with its 
functional layout. There are alot 
features offered on its first page. 
But, its lack of guidance may 
likely frustrate its viewer. 
Its lack of graphic 
communication leaves the 
viewer to select the language or 
better remember their high 
school language class. 



Craigslist modern classifieds

The current design does not take 
advantage of its full width viewing 
screen but remains static using a little 
over one-third of a laptop screen. 

I would suggest using a full width fluid 
website template which adjusts to the 
screen the viewer is using. Secondly, I 
would divide the page into three 
columns, much like a newspaper, so 
the viewer can have shorter visual 
scans for the desired category. In other 
words, its faster to read a list than 
reading a lengthy line length.



Craigslist modern classifieds

The current design doesn’t not 
take advantage of its full width 
viewing screen but remains 
static using a little over 1/3 of a 
laptop screen. 

I would suggest using a full width fluid 
website template which adjusts to the 
screen the viewer is using. Secondly, I 
would divide the page into 3 columns 
much like a newspaper so the viewer 
can have shorter visual scans for the 
desired category. In other words, its 
faster to read a list than reading a long 
line length. 



Craigslist modern classifieds

I would leave Craigslist.org at the top left as is and 
relocate the seven categories of interest to the middle of 
the page. I would reposition the user’s account login at 
the top of the right corner along with list of topics that 
would concern them personally while visiting the 
craigslist.org website. – language choice ,Help, Avoid 
Scams, Personal Safety tip, FAQs.

The Craigslist features would be on the mid – to bottom 
of the far-left column.

Overall, the re-design would group the information into 
three major groups:

1.  Filters of locations and nearby area which is done 
through a search filter.

2.  Categories of interest will be in a matrix-like layout

3. User Account Login and direct concerts of the 
account holder



Craigslist modern classifieds

Using the Gestalt Visual Design Principles

1.Proximity – Categories of interest are in the 
middle column and grouped in a matrix. 
Selection of locations a nearby are in one 
section the top left. Account user element are 
on the top of the screen

2.Common Regions – the motivating 
categories because visitors would to 
craigslist in the first place are in the region in 
the center middle of the.of the page.

3.Similarity Category interest areas are in a 
matric is the same Od font

4.Dissimilarity -The locations filters and 
craigslist features/offering are in a different 
color. 


